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HCMH Urgent Care

Hugh Chatham Memorial Hospital’s third Urgent 
Care office had its grand opening April 28 at 912 
S. State St. in Yadkinville. The walk-in clinic is in 
the remodeled SunTrust Bank at Colonial Shopping 
Center near the intersection of U.S. Highways 
421 and 601. The walk-in clinic will treat medical 
ailments such as minor wounds, sports injuries, 
rashes, insect bites, bronchitis, headaches and 
fever and inner ear or colds and flu. Operating the 
facility will be Dr. Stephen Erlandson and Certified 
Family Nurse Practitioners Emily Collette, Ashley 
Lauer and Andrea Underwood.

A large crowd was on hand for the ribbon-
cutting ceremony organized by Yadkin County 
Chamber of Commerce leaders Bobby Todd, Jamie 
Johnston and Dr. Wayne Matthews. Hospital leaders 
on hand for the ceremony were CEO Paul Hammes, 
Mary Blackburn, Cynthia Charle, Lori Gwyn, 
Laura Oakes, Dr. Steve Erlandson, Emily Collette, 
Tamarah Moser, LeAnn Hooker, April Maines, Kay 
Robinette and Dr. Lee Bourgeois. Hospital Trustees 
in attendance were Chairman Terry Darnell, 
Barbara Myers, Phil Harris and Bill Johnson. 
Among community leaders at the gathering were 
Town Manager Perry Lee Williams, Yadkinville 
Commissioners Betty Driver and Scott Winebarger 
and the Yadkin County Chamber’s Executive 
Director Bobby Todd and assistant Jamie Johnston.

Hugh Chatham Urgent Care in Yadkinville is 
open weekdays from 8 a.m. to 7 p.m., Saturdays 
from 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. and Sundays from 1 to 7 
p.m. Its telephone number is 336-677-1500. HCMH 
also operates the Hugh Chatham Urgent Care 
office at 546 Winston Road in Jonesville and Hugh 
Chatham Express Care in Dobson.

Hugh Chatham Memorial Hospital

Hugh Chatham Memorial Hospital, Elkin’s 
thriving center for community healthcare, 
established in 1935 by the Methodist Church and 
Chatham Manufacturing Inc., is vital to our region. 
After a brief stay in April, I asked for an opportunity 
to share my gratitude for its gifts to our Yadkin 
Valley, and CEO Paul Hammes invited me to the 

monthly Board of Trustees meeting. My praise 
featured the contributions of several heroes:

• Dr. Dominick Carbone and staff.
• Dr. Stephen Meadows and staff.
• Dr. Skip Whitman.
• Robin Hobbs, receptionist.
• Vickie Tysor, administrator.
• Warren Bates, Food Service director.
• Luis Sonard, custodian.
• Second-floor nurses.
Hammes has been CEO of HCMH since 

September 2013. He has nearly 25 years of 
healthcare experience, and immediately prior 
to joining HCMH was engagement leader and 
interim executive at CEO2, a consultancy group 
that specializes in organizational transformation. 
He previously served as senior vice president and 
COO of the 4,000-employee Novant Health Forsyth 
Medical Center in Winston-Salem. He earned his 
bachelor’s and  MBA degrees from University of 
Georgia and  completed an executive fellowship at 
the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill. A 
proud veteran, Paul served 12 years in the Army 
National Guard. He is a Fellow in the American 
College of Healthcare Executives.

HCMH is governed by a Board of Trustees 
representing the interests of the community, the 
hospital and the staff. Current trustees are Ann 
Ashman, secretary; Kevin Austin; Bob Ball; Dr. 
Dominick Carbone Jr.; Ercel Carter; Dr. Al Castillejo; 
David Cline, treasurer; Terry Darnell, chairman; 
James Freeman; Phil Harris, vice chairman; J.L. 
Lowe Jr.; Mrs. Barbara Myers, assistant secretary/
treasurer; Mike Stanley; and Donna Thompson.

The Communicator online

Each month’s edition of The Communicator 
is available on WIFM’s website, www.WIFMRa-
dio.com. Simply click on “Features” and select 
“The Communicator.”

If you’d like to help us save paper and 
postage costs by reading The Communica-
tor online instead of receiving a mailed copy, 
email us at @wifmradio.com, or call 336-835-
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Merlefest Campground

Seventeen years ago, Wilkesboro town 
employees Mike Testerman and Andy Soots 
suggested the idea of turning available and 
surplus public property into a campground that 
would accommodate Merlefest attendees looking 
for weekend campsites. With the Board of 
Commissioners’ approval, sites were made available 
in May 1998. The simple idea grew into a booming 
success and led to the addition of another popular 
service: free bus transportation to and from the 
campground to the Merlefest site two miles to the 
west along Wilkesboro’s Main Street, Old 421 and 
River Street.

Funds generated from campsite fees are 
deposited in a retirement fund for volunteer 
firemen. Today that fund exceeds $750,000 and 
qualified retirees receive $355 monthly. It’s an 
exceptional added incentive to attract volunteer 
firemen.

The campground encircles the town’s 
wastewater treatment plant at Old Highway 421 
and Snyder Street. It has 680 sites for tents and 
vehicles, and annually draws more than 3,000 
guests from 24 U.S. states, Canada, England and 
Finland. Seventeen-year veteran Campground 
Manager Ken Nolan took me for a look-around tour 
and the experience was incredible. There are well-
laid-out streets, two bathhouses, a disk golf course, 
an information center, an arena for musical jam 
sessions and electrical hookups for RVs.

Money from rental fees has paid for all of the 
improvements. The campground is operated by 
its own qualified 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization. 
Oversight is handled by career city employees and 
volunteers. The organization itself owns the five 
buses used to ferry out-of-town guests to and from 
Merlefest.

We praise the can-do vision of those who 
contribute to this awesome success. One really 
must choose to tour the facilities to appreciate the 
incredible impact of providing this facility for guests. 
It’s truly a wholesome endeavor and fun for folks 
and families, many of whom spend a whole week 
camping, socializing, learning, being entertained, 
making new friends, renewing friendships and 
spending money in the community.

Lighting Copeland Field

On April 30 we celebrated the end of a three-
year initiative to provide state-of-the-industry 
lighting for the athletic fields at Copeland 
Elementary School. The facilities, including baseball 
and softball fields, are spread across five acres in 
south-central Surry County. The sports complex 
was first lit by the Copeland Ruritan Club in the late 

1960s. The Copeland Youth Foundation, a 501(c)
(3) nonprofit entity founded in 2013, led the fund-
raising effort for new lighting that  brought in more 
than $125,000 in cash donations, grants and in-
kind gifts.

Speakers praising the efforts were Scottie 
Pardue and Hank Whitaker. Dear friend Ray Rodger, 
my Mount Airy High School baseball teammate and 
Scottie’s father-in-law, also played a key support 
role. Sheriff Graham Atkinson and wife Melissa, 
both Copeland natives and current residents, 
attended the ceremony and shared their support.

Two Little League teams, the Giants and 
Orioles, took the field under lighting that seemed 
as bright as the sun, thanks to the dedication of 
the Copeland Youth Foundation and a community 
that found a way to provide the best in technology 
and opportunity. We salute this winning tradition 
and the opportunity to develop a relationship with 
Scottie Pardue. I forever treasure the memories 
from digging the holes to raising the poles and 
seeing the lights come on in the ultimate victory.

Learn To Learn

Friend Mike Felts blesses our exercise group 
with his visits at least three times a week. He’s 
happily married to Jennie, an Eagle Scout, a Sunday 
School teacher, an N.C. State graduate, a 40-year 
member of Pinedale Community Church south of 
Winston-Salem and an AT&T retiree. I asked him 
one morning whether Parkland High School had 
prepared him for the rigors of N.C. State. “Probably 
not,” he said, “but the summer after high school 
I learned of a summer program at Wake Forest 
[University] called ‘Learn To Learn.’ I enrolled there 
and really found State’s engineering challenge to 
be a breeze. That ‘Learn To Learn’ experience was 
incredible.”

Mike and Jennie are building a new home on 
Carson Road in Pilot Mountain with Jennie serving 
as general contractor. Their daughter Valarie and 
son-in-law Jason own a new Chick-fil-A Restaurant 
in Denver. Son Ben serves State Farm in Denver, 
too.

Mike always wears a smile, serves Pinedale’s 
kitchen crew on Wednesday evenings, annually 
goes on two-week mission trips to Jamaica and 
daily shows his gratitude and encourages me by 
sending thank-you notes. He is a bonafide “day 
brightener” who says our exercise team has been 
life-transformational. We insist that all of us look 
and listen for miracles in others; speak, smile and 
introduce friends to newcomers; and shake a hand.

Mike recently sent this keeper: “Smile awhile 
and give our faces a rest. Raise our hands to the 
ones we love the best. Then shake hands with those 
nearby and greet them with a smile!” Thanks, Mike.
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Dobson Lions Bass Tournament

Paul Nordin, with his family, came to Dobson 
in 2001 to lead the 1,000-employee Wayne Farms 
Processing Facility and quickly joined the Mount 
Airy Church of Christ and the Dobson Lions Club. 
The Nordins are most honorable citizens to this 
day as they enhance our communities, churches, 
businesses and non-profit endeavors.

Mr. Nordin and I became close friends when we 
sent two trucks of diesel fuel to Wayne facilities 
near New Orleans shortly after Hurricane Katrina 
devastated the area in 2005. His sense of gratitude 
stems from his character, integrity and faith. Paul is 
a most honorable friend held in highest regard. We 

Surry County Schools

Surry County Schools honors its volunteers 
of the year with an awards ceremony at Surry 
Community College on the last Tuesday in April. 
This year’s overall winner is Debbie Money of 
Mountain Park Elementary. In attendance at the 
ceremony were Principal Donna Bledsoe, fourth-
grade teacher Yvonne Hunsucker and Mrs. Money’s 
daughters Joni Cheek, Wendy Spicer and Kristi 
Money along with three of their daughters.

Other officials on hand to salute the volunteers 
were Board of Education members Dr. Terri Mosley, 
Brian Moser, Clark Goings and Chairman Earlie 
Coe; Superintendent Dr. Travis Reeves; Dr. Jill 
Reinhardt; Sonia Dickerson; and David Brown. 
Entertainment was provided by an outstanding 
quartet, Perfect Blend, that performed “You Have 
Made A Difference,” “The Broken Ones” and “Love 
Can Build A Bridge.”

Each school in the district nominated volunteers 
of the year. They are:

Cedar Ridge Elementary: Liza Southern.
Central Middle: James Atkins.
Copeland Elementary: Tanya Smith.
Dobson Elementary: Danny McCraw.
East Surry High: Lora Thompson.
Flat Rock Elementary: Aislinn Caudle.
Franklin: Susan Burcham and Mary Lynn Goins.
Gentry Middle: Amanda Casstevens.
Meadowview Magnet Middle: Kathryn Freed.
Mountain Park Elementary: Debbie Money.
North Surry High: Becky Hodges.
Pilot Mountain Elementary: Sherri Hedrick.
Pilot Mountain Middle: Tim Bodford.
Rockford Elementary: Miguel Flores.
Shoals Elementary: Weston Payne.
Surry Central High: Kim Layne.
Surry Early College: Fred and Trina Goettel.
Westfield Elementary: Sandra Boles.
White Plains Elementary: Stephanie Noonkester.

are grateful for his steadfast support of our Elkin 
Rescue Squad.

We share breakfast at The Lantern in Dobson 
and his support, counsel and vision help me in 
countless ways. I asked him, “What is the secret of 
your success?” Paul replied, “To this day I remain 
coachable and teachable. Experience opens my 
willingness to learn and grow.”

Paul leads efforts to raise funds to benefit local 
and national Lions charities, and annually stages a 
bass-fishing tournament at Buies Creek Reservoir 
in Stokes County. The event this year attracted 34 
boats with two-man teams. After eight hours on 
the water, the teams enjoy a fish fry and receive 
awards for the largest fish caught and the most 
team pounds. More than $2,500, the most ever, 
was raised this year.

Sgt. Ricky Lawson

I stopped at the Surry Diner at I-77’s Exit 93 
(Zephyr Road) in eastern Surry County to pick 
up biscuits for my breakfast and Mr. R.O. Lanier, 
95. While there I noticed Sgt. Ricky Lawson, now 
retired from the N.C. State Highway Patrol, having 
breakfast with a friend. His ever-present smile 
always brings a good feeling.

Sometime during every visit with Pete Carroll, 
100, he’ll mention his appreciation for Ricky 
Lawson who lives near Pete’s place in the Fairview 
Community. Pete and Sgt. Lawson met as members 
of Copeland Masonic Lodge #390.

Pete says, “Ricky Lawson is always doing 
good deeds, especially for widows and the less-
fortunate. He always lifts my spirits. I look forward 
to seeing him at meetings. Since being at Arbor 
Ridge I’ve seen him visiting several widows from his 
community. Ricky is known for his servant’s heart.”

The Last Five Years

Dave Odom and I met at Guilford College in 
Greensboro in 1961. I was an alcoholic when we 
met. He has never had a drink of alcohol, taken any 
drugs or used any tobacco.

Dave shared at a Kernersville Cares For Kids 
presentation that for his first 15 years his sister and 
mom would prepare for his dad to come home at 
5:30 p.m. daily in a drunken stupor. However, his 
dad quit drinking and the reunited family shared 
five great years. David said, “This is not a story I 
heard from another. I know it is the truth, because I 
was that 15-year-old son.”

Wow! You could have heard a pin drop. Sharing 
family truths delivers powerful messages. Many 
youngsters in every group are suffering as David 
did. Opening the door to this reality of life may give 
a sufferer vital hope and faith.
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Masonic Lodge #558

Masonic Lodge #558 in Ararat, N.C., has as its 
mission “to make life better.” A current initiative 
includes a dinner before monthly Lodge meetings. 
Members take responsibility for the dinners on 
a rotating basis. Proceeds go toward providing 
backpacks of food for deserving students. School 
personnel purchase the food and fill the packs.

Tom Bryant’s great-grandfather helped found 
Lodge #558 in 1900. Tom recently shared that 
he regularly attends the Ararat Friends Meeting 
because best friend Pete Welborn goes there. Both 
are devoted to veteran minister Dennis Moore who 
walked away from a successful corporate career to 
become an ordained Quaker minister and to also 
serve Workforce Unlimited.

Tom and friends honored the late Zola Chilton at 
her funeral with an incredible rendition of “Precious 
Memories.” Joining Tom were vocalist Eddie Reeves 
and vocalist and guitarists Pete Welborn, Ronnie 
Joyce and Gene Anderson. Best harmony ever.

Precious Memories
By J.B.F. Wright (1925)

Precious memories, unseen angels
Sent from somewhere to my soul.
How they linger ever nearer
And the sacred past unfold.

Precious memories, how they linger,
How they ever flood my soul.
In the stillness of the midnight
Precious sacred scenes unfold.

Precious father, loving mother
Fly across the lonely years
And old home scenes of my childhood
In fond memory appear.

In the stillness of the midnight
Echoes from the past I hear:
Old-time singing, gladness bringing
From that lovely land somewhere.

As I travel on life’s pathway,
Know not what the years may hold;
As I ponder, hope grows fonder
Precious memories flood my soul.

Pinnacle United Methodist

Friend Phillip Gordon invited me to share with 
his church family on May 15. He and wife Marie 
are mainstays and leaders at Pinnacle United 
Methodist Church. I used my C.S. Lewis topic: 
“Seeking and Finding Miracles.” Our scripture 
lesson came from Romans 12:6-9 where we are 
called to use our God-given talents and abilities 
to prophesy serving, teaching, preaching, giving, 

leading and confronting. My real-life examples and 
stories highlighted the journeys of Philip and Marie, 
Mike Felts, Copeland Youth Foundation, Travis 
and Savannah Bohr, Lupe Chavez and the Ararat 
Masonic Lodge #558.

Phillip is constantly mowing, giving and 
providing. He parents and grandparents (he and 
Marie have two children and four grandchildren). He 
mows lawns for the aged, supports his church’s Boy 
Scouts troop, serves as a bus tour guide, checks 
on his community’s seniors and devotes time to his 
beloved Marie. We can also find him at Wake Forest 
University games and on the golf course. He and 
Mike Felts already have committed a team to our 
Oct. 6 Elkin Rescue Squad Charity Golf Tournament.

Phillip and Marie are retired public-school 
teachers. Marie continues to tutor at Pinnacle 
Elementary School. And oh, yes, their awesome, 
showplace garden provides vegetables for friends 
and to fill their freezer and canning jars for 
wintertime delights. We salute the Gordons of 
Pinnacle.

Things We Believe

A. Mother (noun). One person who does the 
work of 25... for free.

B. But if we confess our sins to Him he can be 
depended on to forgive us and to cleanse us from 
every wrong. 1 John 1:9 (“Living Bible”)

C. Yes we love you and no, you can’t have your 
own way. Man In The Mirror: Advice To A Child.

D. Encouragement is food for the heart, and 
every heart is hungry. Bible Study Advice.

E. Think of him as living in the hearts he 
teaches, for nothing loved is ever lost and he loves 
so many. Jim Harbour’s Journey.

F. For it is in giving that we receive and it is in 
our forgiving that we are forgiven. St. Francis.

G. Love never asks how much must I do, but 
how much I can do. Friedrich A. Agar.

H. No person was ever honored for what he 
received. Honor has been the reward for what help 
she gave.

I. I have no greater joy than to hear that my 
children walk in truth. C. Coolidge.

J. Education is one of the great joys and solaces 
of the life.

K. Giving is a miracle that can transform the 
heaviest of hearts. Kent Nerburn.

L. Your troubles I’ll share, don’t forget to pray 
and shake a hand every day. Joe Morris.

M. Habitat for Humanity changes lives. Claire 
Sellars.

N. Avoid loud and aggressive persons; they are 
vexations to the spirit. Marx Ehrmann.

O. Diana Rehm, noted radio program hostess, is 
80. She plans to retire after the fall elections.
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Jerry Steele

Coach Jerry Steele was a sports icon in the 
late 1950s at Elkin High School. He grew up on a 
tobacco farm north of Elkin, and his work ethic and 
humility from that experience became legendary. 
He lettered and starred in football, basketball and 
baseball at Elkin High and won a full basketball 
scholarship to Wake Forest University under the 
legendary Bones McKinney. Jerry co-captained 
the Deacons in his senior year when they won the 
ACC Championship, and Coach McKinney credited 
much of Wake Forest’s success in those years to 
Steele’s leadership. Jerry also twice earned All-ACC 
academic honors.

Jerry graduated from Wake Forest in 1961 and 
completed his master’s at UNC-Chapel Hill. Guilford 
College Athletics Director Herb Appenzeller hired 
Jerry as the Quakers’ head basketball coach in 
1962. Over Jerry’s eight years in Greensboro his 
teams’ record was 151-74, his 1968 team was 
ranked No. 1 among U.S. small colleges and his 
1970 team amassed a 32-5 record on its way to the 
semifinals of the NAIA National Tournament.

It was at Guilford that Jerry and I became good 
friends. We spent hours, usually on Sunday nights, 
sharing our reasons for being and where we wanted 
to go. I remember how he listened to me vent, rant 
and rave about being wronged at home. I totally 
consumed our time as I talked and he listened. He 
always gave me time and seldom advice as I was so 
headstrong.

It also was at Guilford that Jerry helped 
David Odom start his awesome coaching years; 
attracted the late Bob Kaufman, Guilford’s all-
time-best player; and met and married Kitty, the 
love of his life. He left Guilford in mid-1970 to 
become assistant to McKinney, then head coach 
of the Carolina Cougars. When McKinney moved 
up to the front office a few months later, in 1971, 
Steele took over as the youngest head coach in 
professional basketball. In 1972 he briefly served 
as the American Basketball Association’s director of 
player personnel before becoming head basketball 
coach at High Point University where he served 
for 31 seasons and became the school’s all-time 
winningest (458-412) coach. With a career total 
of 625 wins he’s been inducted into seven Halls of 
Fame.

Living Basketball Legends

We’ve been blessed with incredible men’s 
basketball coaches who won many games and 
championships, saved and changed countless lives 
and gave us memories that inspire and fill us with 
gratitude.

Dave Odom recently led an effort to bring 

together several of these coaching legends for 
a session of food, fun and fellowship. We met in 
Greensboro, and those who blessed us with their 
presence were:

A. Jerry Steele, 77, 625 wins, Guilford College, 
Carolina Cougars and High Point University.

B. Sam Moir, 92, 546 wins, Catawba College.
C. Charles Moir, 85, 392 wins, Roanoke College, 

Tulane University and Virginia Tech.
D. Tom Childress, 74, 200 wins, Pfeiffer College.
E. David Odom, 74, 411 wins, East Carolina 

University, Wake Forest University and University of 
South Carolina.

F. Page Moir, 55, 429 wins, Roanoke College.
Briefly, my relationship with these sports 

icons is as follows: Jerry Steele, friend at Guilford 
College; Sam Moir, baseball coach at Mount Airy 
High; Charles Moir, baseball coach at Mount Airy; 
Tommy Childress, teammate at Guilford; and Page 
Moir, mentor and counselor at Roanoke College.

These friends devoted their lives to developing 
winning teams and young people’s lives. They are 
selfless individuals and community advocates. They 
sought and found miracles in others.

The Alan Yorks

Alan York, wife Kyle and daughters Mayley, 6, 
and Mary Carter, 2, reside in Forest, Va., where Alan 
has served Liberty University Athletics for six years. 
Charlotte and I visited them recently and had a 
wonderful experience.

Alan was the announcer for a university TV 
telecast of a softball game against Charleston 
Southern University and was so good. The Lady 
Flames won 1-0 in eight innings. Rightfielder Deidra 
See delivered the winning hit. Alan shared that her 
dad frequently comes from Visalia, Calif., to see his 
daughter shine on the diamond in Lynchburg, Va.

Alan’s lifestyle changes have resulted in a 
30-pound weight loss to date, and his yard is 
beautiful, too. Kyle is growing herbs and romaine 
lettuce in her back yard and we used them in our 
salad after Alan’s Saturday game.

Mayley’s artistic talents were revealed in her 
snowflakes produced with scissors working on 
coffee filters. Mary Carter and Mayley love each 
other deeply. Mary Carter is warming to me and I 
even got a kiss on the cheek as we were leaving. 
They wore beautiful long dresses, stunning hair 
bows, white patent-leather shoes and lace socks, 
plus best behavior for our Sunday-morning, 8:45 
a.m. service at Jerry Falwell’s Thomas Road Baptist 
Church.

Liberty University was founded in 1971 in 
Lynchburg, Va., to Train Christians for Christ. Its 
annual enrollment includes 14,000 residential 
students and more than 100,000 online students.
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Alvin Reid Sr.

We regret the passing of Alvin Reid Sr., 88, who 
truly blessed our Pilot Mountain community and 
Surry County. He passed away May 1. We send our 
sympathies to the families of Alvin Jr. and Jan and 
to his wife of 69 years, Mrs. Janie Dodson Reid.

 Received a meaningful gift from Alvin Jr. 
during our visit to his viewing at Howell-Nelson 
Funeral Service. Mentioned looking forward to 
seeing Mr. Alvin Sr. at the Surry-Yadkin Electric 
Membership Corp., where he served for 24 years, 
and Alvin Jr. said, “Dad once said that he felt 
humbled and possibly not qualified, but after much 
encouragement accepted the offer to serve and 
considered the acceptance as a wonderful decision 
and a significant gift to his lifetime.”

Mr. Reid Sr. always carried a huge smile and 
spoke words of kindness, and I can see him 
sitting on the Surry Central bleachers, waiting to 
walk to his chair with his fellow board members 
who appreciated his vision, wisdom, experience 
and deep faith. Mr. Reid’s experience as a farmer 
prepared him to always have a sense of reason, 
deep compassion, hope and fairness. He was 
a devoted member of Whitakers Chapel United 

Dot Boyles

We gathered at Mount Airy’s First Baptist Church 
to celebrate the life of the late Dot Boyles and the 
blessings she gave to her Lord, family, friends, 
church, community and honorable causes. We 
compliment the Rev. Jay Meadows, organist Linda 
Darney and soloists Martha Morgan and Marti Loftis 
for their meaningful participation in the service.

We learned that Mrs. Dot kept elaborate 
scorecards of every Atlanta Braves baseball game. 
The team played 162 games in each regular 
season and more when it made the playoffs. 
We also learned that she and friends would eat 
out each week in local restaurants, but would 
only frequent those eateries that promoted their 
business by sending huge discount coupons to 
potential customers. Mrs. Dot kept copious notes 
about each meal and the savings and she kept 
the savings – what she and her friends call “put-
back money” – for special needs, events and hard 
times. Rev. Meadows also spoke of Mrs. Dot’s 
stellar performance on the softball diamond and her 
good grades in school. On display were several of 
her knitted sweaters with her personal name tags 
stitched inside the neck bands.

I called son Jeff and thanked his family and the 
church folks for sharing the meaningful essence of a 
wonderful soul.

Charles Earnest

We deeply regret the passing of community 
advocate and icon Charles Earnest. After coming 
to Surry County in the 1950s, he joined the 
N.C. Cooperative Extension and devoted his life 
to building an awesome legacy in community 
enhancement. His involvement in Little League 
Baseball led to the founding of the Dobson Little 
League in 1965 and his induction into the Surry 
County Sports Hall of Fame.

Friend Bob Taylor said Charles asked him to 
coach a Little League team and although Bob had 
never seen a baseball game, he agreed to give it a 
try. Bob said the 12-year experience gave him the 
best years of his life. Sela Bible Study friend James 
Reese played on the 1965 Dobson Tigers team in 
the league’s first year. A fellow Extension Service 
member praised Charles and wife Rachel for inviting 
her to Thanksgiving Day dinner at their home after 
learning she had no local family. Another Extension 
teammate stated that she always chose to ride 
to Extension events in Charles’ car because the 
conversations were filled with sage advice and 
lessons on life. The Rev. Austin Caviness (WXII’s 
former superstar weatherman) said Charles and 
Rachel were one key to his choosing to join Salem 
Fork Christian Church.

The earnest way was filled with humility, 
compassion, hope, deep faith and spirituality. They 
found a way to bring goodness and goodwill.

Methodist Church and he walked a life of  genuine 
calling to servantship. His smile gifted us a way to 
give, share and care. Mr. Reid Sr. served with honor 
and respectability.

Ted Bates

Ted Bates is our dear friend Warren Bates’ dad 
who lives in retirement in Ocala, Fla. Warren and I 
regularly share news of his dad’s condition, and a 
few weeks ago I asked for Ted’s phone number.

I opened our conversation by saying, “Ted, 
I’m your son Warren’s No. 1 fan and supporter,” 
to which he replied, “I’m sorry, Gary, but you are 
No. 2 because I’m No. 1.” Wow, was he quick and 
emphatic.

Ted and I had a wonderful conversation. I 
learned he owned and sold a most-successful travel 
agency. We became good friends quickly as we 
shared our appreciation and a mutual admiration 
for his son. Warren is truly a model performer and I 
do treasure our relationship.

It’s really easy to make good and new friends 
when we reach out to pass along a positive 
affirmation. In giving we will receive bountiful 
blessings and joy. Please give it a try.

Get well soon, Ted.
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Russell Hiatt

We regret the passing of Mount Airy and 
Mayberry legend Russell Hiatt. A barber by trade, 
he was an ambassador of goodwill by devotion. His 
presence at 129 N. Main St. blessed us for some 70 
years. A marketing survey a few years back found 
that his Floyd’s City Barber Shop was Mount Airy’s 
No. 1 most-visited tourist attraction.

Friends Grant and Sonia Oppenhuis of Lansing, 
Ill., have journeyed to Mount Airy’s Mayberry Days 
celebration for 17 years, and their first stop always 
is Russell Hiatt’s barber shop. Lifelong friend anad 
daily visitor Troy Payne commented that Russell 
“was rock-solid, and as a matter of fact, you could 
not hook him up wrong.”

Entering City Barber Shop’s warm and inviting 
climate, one is immediately amazed to see some 
5,000 Polaroid snapshots from floor to ceiling. For 
years Russell captured visitors’ faces and proudly 
displayed them for generations to enjoy. During my 
stops, Russell always made me and other guests 
feel appreciated and honored. He would give many 
a much-valued compliment by remembering a 
highlight of our journey, or he would share the 
exploits of a mutual friend or superstar. He would 
invariably remind all who gather to be grateful for 
our blessings, and to render a good deed.

Russell Hiatt’s final earthly trip was in a 
funeral cortege rolling down Main Street and 
past his beloved shop. Well-wishers along the 
sidewalks waved, cried and consoled each other 
with recollections of his awesome gifts and acts of 
kindness. His final farewell was held at the Shelton 
Church of the Brethren in Sheltontown on N.C. 
Highway 89 east of Mount Airy. His new home is in 
Heaven.

Russell Hiatt gave us inspiration and goodwill, 
and he left us filled with hope. His every step was 
good. In his giving he received God’s grace. I 
shall always cherish my picture of the late Griggs 
Hampton, Russell Hiatt and Floyd Rees. Farewell 
and fare well.

Ernie Farrier

Ernie Farrier, 83, is dear friend Pete Carroll’s 
“mealsmate” at Arbor Ridge in Stanleyville, N.C., 
and they dine together at 9 a.m., 1 p.m. and 6 p.m. 
in a foursome with Gorden and Beatrice. We joined 
them for lunch May 8.

Ernie shared that during the Depression his 
family lost their 83-acre grain farm near Rome, 
Iowa, and that his dad, mom and five siblings spent 
the following six years riding from place to place in 
a 1929 Ford Model T while they sought work and 
eked out mere existence. They slept in a huge tent 
that the car carried on its roof. Most of the work 

they did involved harvesting cotton in Texas and 
peaches in Colorado.

Ernie said his mom Emily was a most-
resourceful provider who could concoct a meal for 
seven from the most-meager makings. “She could 
work magic with her kerosene stove,” he said. Ernie 
also recalled that after meals she would join her 
husband and help out with the harvest. One year in 
Colorado, Emily noticed that the overripe peaches 
were being deposited in a ditch and covered with 
dirt. She asked the foreman whether she could 
have the fresh fruit and he obliged. With her trusty 
portable stove she canned enough peaches to carry 
the family through the winter.

Ernie said his dad frequently helped forest 
owners cut down trees. He said masterful men 
could work wonders with their big two-man hand-
powered cross-cut saws. The secret was to pull the 
saw and never push, because that would make it 
bow. “Don’t ride the saw, let it run free,” were their 
watchwords.

Ernie said World War II ended their profound 
poverty. They settled in Moline, Illinois, where his 
dad worked in a lumber yard for 83 cents per hour. 
In the Depression years he usually earned $1 a day.

Ernie himself went on to enjoy a career in the 
Air Force. He also spent years in Arkansas where 
he earned a degree at the university. He ended 
our chat by saying, “I am happy today and have 
no desires to travel anywhere. I did go to see my 
94-year-old sister in Michigan last year. Every day is 
a blessing.”

Savannah & Grama

Granddaughter Savannah Bohr and wife 
Charlotte York attended a Pilot Mountain Board of 
Adjustment meeting early in May and I stopped 
to pick up Savannah so we could spend an hour 
together. We were pulling into the driveway when 
Savannah said, “Paw, let’s go out to eat supper.” 
Boy, was I pleased to be invited. I quickly replied, 
“Suits me. Where do you want to eat?” She replied, 
“Well, since Aunt Bea’s is our WIFM customer, let’s 
go there. After all, Aunt Bea’s is my favorite place 
in Pilot. They have the best burgers and BBQ in the 
whole wide world.” At 9, she is smart beyond her 
years.

Shortly after Charlotte and I returned from our 
visit to the Yorks in Forest, Va., Savannah and her 
dad stopped by on his Honda bike and she ran in 
for a Grama hug. Father Doug left and Savannah 
stayed, but in 15 minutes her mom, Crystal, came 
for Savannah. I asked Charlotte, “I guess she 
needed a little Grama hit after us being gone for 
three days.” Grama answered, “I guess so, and 
I sure hope she never outgrows missing me and 
needing a Grama hit. I missed her desperately!”
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